
7Seventh Grade
Placement Guidelines

We offer the following guidelines to help you assess
your child’s readiness for this Calve rt course. If after
re v i ewing the following information, you are still 
u n c e rtain if our Se venth Grade is the appropriate grade
l e vel for your child, you may download the Pl a c e m e n t
Te s t and submit it for evaluation. The Placement Test is
our best tool for evaluating your child’s performance leve l .
Because our evaluators know the curriculum so thoro u g h l y,
they are able to determine the most appropriate Calve rt
grade level for your child.  

After the evaluation is complete, you will re c e i ve a phone
call from our Placement De p a rtment to discuss our place-
ment recommendation. Specific details will be given to yo u
about your child’s academic strengths and any skill are a s
w h e re further development may be necessary. T h e
Placement Test will also determine if the Academic course
or the Scholastic course is best for your child.

Students must submit a Placement Test prior to
enrolling in the Advisory Teaching Service for Fourth
Grade and above.

Upon Entering Calvert Seventh Grade

Age: The child should be about 12 years old and be able to focus on course work for approximately four to
five hours. Once given guidance, the child should be able to work independently for an extended period
of time.   

Reading: The child should be able to read with ease, expression, and with few mistakes a selection like the 
following in approximately one minute.  

It was the eve of a great three-day tournament, which Arthur was to hold.  Already the five hun -
dred knights who were to strive for the golden circlet had begun to assemble.  The ladies who were to
view the spectacle were coming, too, each hoping that her favorite knight would win the prize and
present it to her as the fairest.  Through the dim woods and over the green fields they came.
Everywhere resounded the gay laughter of travelers, the pleasant clink of arms and harness, and scraps
of song.  The very air was filled with merriment and tense with excitement and expectation.(Taken

from King Arthur)

The child should be able to correctly answer essay questions in written form about a book such as 
The Swiss Family Robinson. The following is a sample essay question: Choose a significant event at the
end of The Swiss Family Robinsonand describe the event in detail. Include the impact of this event on the
Robinson family.

Composition: The child should have experience with writing compare/contrast essays and be familiar with the process
of writing a research report, which includes compiling facts, writing an outline, and constructing, 
editing, and proofreading the report. Over the course of several guided lessons, the child should be 
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able to write an original composition of about 500-700 words on a subject such as An Autobiographical
Eventor a subject based on a history or geography lesson such as China’s Great Wall. The composition
should be organized into five to six paragraphs, begin with a good topic sentence, include detailed sup-
porting sentences, and have a conclusion. A combination of simple sentences and complex sentences
should be used and punctuated correctly. An example of a complex sentence is: While standing in the
long, slow-moving line at the grocery store with my single item, the patron in front of me graciously allowed
me to go ahead of him.Basic vocabulary words should be spelled correctly without aid from the Home
Teacher. The child should be using a more complex vocabulary, spelling most of those words correctly.

Grammar: The child should be able to identify various parts of speech such as nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs,
and verb phrases, and the subject and predicate parts in a sentence. The child should be able to 
distinguish between a complete sentence and sentence fragment.

Spelling: When words such as the following are dictated to the child, he or she should be able to spell them 
correctly: philosopher, monologue, irresistible, symphony, coincidence, important, illegible, relationship,
tomorrow, and productive.

Mathematics:The child should be able to independently work through math problems similar to the following and 

be able to work out multiple-step word problems easily.
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